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OVERVIEW
LONGINES IRISH CHAMPIONS WEEKEND
Longines Irish Champions Weekend is a spectacular two-day
event, featuring Ten Group races including Six Group 1 races
run at two legendary Irish racecourses Leopardstown and The
Curragh.
Showcasing the World’s best horses, trainers and jockeys. Prize
money at this event exceeds €4.6 million making it one of the
richest and most glamorous meetings on the international
racing calendar.
The two-day event which takes place across two world-class
racecourses, Leopardstown in County Dublin on Saturday
the 14th of September and the Curragh in County Kildare
on Sunday the 15th of September.
Longines Irish Champions Weekend is a sporting and social
weekend filled with glamour, excitement and prestige. It showcases Ireland as a world centre of excellence for horse racing and
breeding.
The feature race on the Saturday at Leopardstown is the QIPCO
Irish Champions Stakes, while the Comer Group International
Irish St Leger takes centre stage at the Curragh on Sunday.

DAY ONE AT LEOPARDSTOWN

Laurens

Day 1 of Longines Irish Champions Weekend features an eight race card
made up of five Group Races and one listed race. The two Group One
races on the card are the prestigious QIPCO Irish Champion Stakes and
the Coolmore “Fastnet Rock” Matron Stakes which has been rated the
highest mares and fillies race in the world in both 2018 and 2017. Located only six miles south of Dublin city centre, at the foot of the Dublin
mountains, Leopardstown racecourse is the venue for the opening day
of Longines Irish Champions Weekend and provides the fun and excitement of horse racing in a quality environment. Since the 2018 meeting,
Leopardstown have added new developments to the venue including a
new pre parade ring and turnstile building.

DAY TWO AT THE CURRAGH
Day two of the Longines Irish Champions weekend moves to the historic venue of the Curragh Racecourse. The racecourse has recently been
completely redeveloped including the construction of a magnificent
new grandstand and now rivals the best sporting destina¬tions in the
world. Enjoy a fantastic day of top-class racing, style and family fun featuring a nine race programme with record prize money including four
Group 1 races and pride of place goes to the Comer Group International
Irish St Leger, the final Irish Classic of the season.
The Pat Smullen Champions Race For Cancer Trials Ireland is a very
significant addition to a superb day of entertainment featuring a spectacular line up of legendary jockeys who have enjoyed extensive success all over the world and received multiple sporting accolades.
The Curragh Thoroughbred Trails taking place during the morning
before racing offers the public the opportunity to visit some of the
world famous training yards and stud farms in the locality

WORLD CLASS RACING
DAY ONE AT LEOPARDSTOWN
Day 1 of Longines Irish Champions Weekend features and eight
race card made up of 5 Group Races and a listed race. The 2 Group
One races on the card are the prestigious QIPCO Irish Champion
Stakes and the Coolmore “Fastnet Rock” Matron Stakes which has
been rated the highest mares and fillies race in the world in both
2018 and 2017.
Located only six miles south of Dublin city centre, at the foot of the
Dublin mountains, Leopardstown racecourse is the venue for the
opening day of Longines Irish Champions Weekend and provides
the fun and excitement of horse racing in a quality environment.
Currently undergoing a redevelopment which is being delivered in
stages to minimise disruption; the complete works will take another yarn and at the end, Leopardstown will be a venue up to international standard with the capacity to accommodate 20,000 people.

DAY ONE AT LEOPARDSTWON

Ezirya

1:55pm - The Ballylinch Stud EBF Ingabelle Stakes
2.30pm - The Irish Stallion Farms EBF ‘Petingo’ Handicap
3:05pm - The KPMG Champions Juvenile Stakes (Group 2)
3:40pm - The Paddy Power Betting Shop Stakes (Group 3)
4:15pm - The Coolmore ‘Fastnet Rock’ Matron Stakes (Group 1)
4:50pm - The Clipper Logistics Boomerang Stakes (Group 2)
5:25pm - The QIPCO Irish Champion Stakes (Group 1)
6:00pm - The Irish Stallion Farms EBF ‘Sovereign Path’ Handicap

DAY TWO AT CURRAGH
1.20pm - EBF Bold Lad Premier Handicap 6f
1.55pm - Moyglare “Jewels” Blandford Stakes (Group 2)
2.25pm - Derrinstown Stud Flying Five (Group 1)
3.00pm - Moyglare Stud Stakes (Group 1)
3.35pm - Goffs Vincent O’Brien National Stakes (Group 1)
4.10pm - Comer Group International Irish St Leger (Group 1)
4.50pm - The Pat Smullen Champions Race for Cancer Trials Ireland
5.25pm - Tattersalls Ireland Super Auction Sales Stakes
6.00pm - EBF Northfields Premier Handicap 10f

DAy ONE RACE PREVIEWS

Qipco Irish Champion Stakes
(Group 1)
The QIPCO Irish Champion Stakes is a restricted race for three
year olds and upwards. It is run over 1 mile 2 furlongs and is
worth a staggering €1,250,000 – The most valuable race on
the Irish Champions weekend card. Previous race winners include legends of the turf such as Sadler’s Wells, Daylami, Giant’s
Causeway, Dylan Thomas who won it on two occasions and the
brilliant Sea the Stars. Given the races outstanding record the
QIPCO Irish Champion Stakes has established itself as one of
the top races in the world. In 2016 it was the joint highest rated
turf race ran in the World. The QIPCO Irish Champion Stakes
has become a very informative guide for the remaining major
races in the Autumn schedule such as the Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe, Champion Stakes, and the Breeders Cup. Participants of
the QIPCO Irish Champion Stakes have gone on to win the Prix
de l’Arc de Triomphe in the same season on six occasions, the
Champion Stakes on five occasions and also gone on to win several Breeders’ Cup titles. The QIPCO Irish Champion Stakes
became part of the Breeders’ Cup Challenge series in 2009. The
winner now earns an automatic invitation to compete in the
same year’s Breeders’ Cup Turf. Oisin Murphy, 2018’s winner
on Roaring Lion said after the race that “It means the world to
me. It’s one of my best days for sure and one I’ll not forget for a
long time. It’s surreal.”

Golden Horn

Coolmore Fastnet Rock Matron
Stakes
(Group 1)

Laurens

The Coolmore Fastnet Rock Matron Stakes (Group 1) is
run over 1 mile and is a restricted race for fillies and mares.
It is worth €350,000 making it the second most valuable
race on the card. In 2017 and 2018 the Coolmore Fastnet
Rock Matron Stakes was rated the World’s Best fillies and
mares race in the World by The European and World Thoroughbred Rankings – a tremendous accolade to receive.
Previous winners of this outstanding race include multiple
Group 1 winners Soviet Song and the incredibly tough Attraction. However, Alpha Centauri’s attempt at five Group
One victories in a row wasn’t successful as the favourite
came up three quarters of a length short of Laurens. The
sole English raider Laurens was comparatively overlooked
in the prelims but wound up justifying her supplementary entry into the race in style. Danny Tudhope took over
from the injured PJ McDonald and made all the running
on the Karl Burke-trained star, who was landing her fourth
Group One. A multiple Group One winner herself, including in the French Oaks, Laurens stays well in excess of the
mile trip and Danny Tudhope - deputising for the injured
PJ McDonald - was keen to capitalise on her guaranteed
stamina and set out to make every yard of the running. She
was in control with two furlongs to run, but Alpha Centauri appeared to be just hitting top gear for Colm O’Donoghue down the outside, with Magical also trying to make
her presence felt between the two. Afterwards, trainer Karl
Burke described Laurens victory as the “highlight of his career” in an emotional interview.

The Clipper Logistics Boomerang Stakes
(Group 2)
The Clipper Logistics Boomerang Stakes (Group 2) is run over 1
mile for 3 year olds an upwards and is worth €200,000. Previous
winners of the race include Irish 2000gns winner Awtaad, and the
David O’Meara trained Custom Cut. In 2018 I Can Fly lived up to
her name as she hit top gear in the final furlong to win the Group
2 Clipper Logistics Boomerang Stakes at Leopardstown. Trainer
Aidan O’Brien and Jockey Ryan Moore flew in by helicopter after
winning the St. Leger at Doncaster with Kew Gardens, and they
were rewarded in style as the daughter of Fastnet Rock returned to
form after being beaten at Tipperary. I Can Fly produced a terrific
turn of foot to storm past stable companion Kenya and cross the line
one and three-quarter lengths to the good. Pinchek was a further
two and half lengths away in third. “We thought the world of her in
the spring. She just disappointed a few times and it took her a while
to get it back together” said O’Brien.

The KPMG Champions Juvenile Stakes
(Group 2)
The KPMG Champions Juvenile Stakes is run over 1 mile, is a restricted race for two year olds and is worth €150,000. The KPMG
Champions Juvenile Stakes has been upgraded from 2017 to Group
2 status due to its excellent history of producing top class racehorses.
Previous winners include Epsom and Irish Derby winner Australia,
Criterium International winner Johannes Vermeer and although a
runner up Free Eagle who went on to win The Prince of Wales’ Stakes
at Royal Ascot. Madhmoon confirmed the impression of his debut
success with a stunning display to win the race in 2018. The Dawn
Approach colt had suggested he could be exciting when scoring
over this mile a month ago and showed a terrific turn of foot to take
Group 2 honours. When set alight Madhmoon put the race to bed in
a matter of strides, as he pulled away to win by two and a half lengths
from Broome. Masaff made late gains for third place. Madhmoon is
an entrant in this years QIPCO Irish Champions Stakes.

MADHMOON

Kilternan Stakes (Group 3)

Free Eagle

The Kilternan Stakes (Group 3) is run over 1 mile and 4 furlongs, is
restricted for 3 year olds and upwards who have not won a Group
1 race and is worth €100,000. Since 2014 Dermot Weld and jockey Pat Smullen have dominated this race – the duo have claimed
victory with Free Eagle (2014), Fascinating Rock (2015) Zhukova
(2016) and Eziyra (2017). All of these horses have progressed to
have illustrious careers; Free Eagle claimed Group 1 victory in the
Prince of Wales’ Stakes at Royal Ascot and now stands at the Irish
National Stud. Fascinating Rock went on to take the Champion
Stakes and Tattersalls Gold Cup and now stands at Ballylinch Stud
while Zhukova travelled to America wining the Man O’ War Stakes
at Belmont Park. Rostropovich benefited from a drop in grade to
renew winning ways in the Paddy’s Rewards Club Stakes. The Aidan
O’Brien-trained colt who was second in the Irish Derby two starts
ago and had won the Listed Dee Stakes at Chester in May. Sent
off the evens favourite, he had to dig deep to see off stablemate
Giuseppe Garibaldi in this Group Three contest, in the hands of
Donnacha O’Brien.

The Ballylinch Stud EBF Ingabelle Stakes
(LISTED)
The Ballylinch Stud Irish EBF Ingabelle Stakes (Listed) is run
over 7 furlongs and is restricted to 2 year old fillies that have not
won a Listed race and is worth €100,000. The Ballylinch Stud
Irish EBF Ingabelle Stakes has been upgraded to Listed status
from 2017 and is our first race on the card of Irish Champions
weekend. This race produces star fillies of the future and always
attracts the leading yards in an attempt to win this prestigious race.
Anamba owned by Godolphin won the race in 2015 and went on
to win black type, Rain Goddess (2016) was placed at Group 1 level
and won a Group 3, while Lightening Quick (2017) has won the
Athasi Stakes Group 3. In 2018 Sparkle’n’joy put up a determined
display to land the Listed honours in the Ballylinch Stud Irish EBF
Ingabelle Stakes. The Jessica Harrington-trained filly would not
give in to the well-backed 5-2 favourite Foxtrot Liv, who put in a
persistent challenge in the final furlong. There was little to choose
between the pair at the line but Sparkle’n’joy prevailed by a head
under a strong ride from Shane Foley. “That’s brilliant and there is
some noise in this place” said Jessica Harrington after the race.

The Irish Stallion Farms European Breeders
Fund ‘Petingo’ Handicap
The Irish Stallion Farms EBF Petingo Handicap is run over 1 mile
5 furlongs and is open to 3 year olds and upwards and is worth
€150,000. In the 2018 renewal the classy hurdler Limini scooped a
big prize on the Flat when finishing with a flourish to land the Irish
Stallion Farms EBF ‘Petingo’ Premier Handicap at Leopardstown.
The Willie Mullins-trained mare was twice placed at the Galway
Festival when sent off favourite and gained compensation with a
battling performance to beat Law Girl, giving Mullins and owner
Rich Ricci the first two home. The Mouse Doctor looked a threat
to all, but Oisin Murphy produced Limini late in the day to grab
victory by a head from Law Girl. Limini is known for her exploits
over hurdle’s including a win at the 2016 Cheltenham festival. Afterwards Mullins said: “Limini’s nice filly and we thought we’d be back
on the Flat with her last year, but we didn’t get around to it, We had
thought could she be a Melbourne Cup horse and she’d be getting
up to that area now.
The Irish Stallion Farms European Breeders
Fund ‘Sovereign Path’ Handicap
The EBF Sovereign Path Premier Handicap is run over 7 furlongs
and is open to 3 year olds and upwards and is worth €150,000. The
concluding race on the card always attracts a competitive field and
is often won by a British based trainer The Sovereign Path Premier
Handicap was first run at Leopardstown in 2014 and has firmly established itself as one of the premier 7 furlong handicaps in Britain
and Ireland. In the 2018 renewal Zap came out on top in a blanket
finish. Richard Fahey’s charge got up in the final strides to deny the
5-1 favourite Silverkode, who looked like he was going to justify
strong support when he hit the front in the final furlong, however
he ended up being second best by a neck in a frantic finale. Surrounding was a nose away third with Danielsflyer just a head back
in fourth. Chris Hayes said afterwards “That was very straightforward. The owner filled me up with loads of confidence. I
didn’t speak to Richard, but he passed on the message through
Mouse (O’Ryan) and I did what I was told and won so it was
nice, It’s great to get a winner for Richard.”

LIMINI

DAy TWO RACE PREVIEWS
THE COMER GROUP INTERNATIONAL IRISH
ST. LEGER (Group1)

Flag of Honour

The last Irish classic of the season affords the
three-year-old generation a chance to take on
their elders but it has been tough going for the
younger brigade over the last twenty years as
only three-year-olds have emerged victorious during that time. One of those three was Flag Of Honour who went off the 2/1 favourite for last year’s
renewal and got the better of the Irish Derby hero
Latrobe. Flag Of Honour was providing Aidan
O’Brien with his fifth victory in the race some
twelve years after Yeats gave the Ballydoyle trainer his first win in the Irish St Leger. This race also
has the distinction of being the last Irish classic to
produce a dead heat with Duncan and Jukebox Jury
inseparable at the conclusion of the 2011 edition.

DERRINSTOWN

STUD FLYING
(Group 1)

FIVE

STAKES

Ireland had never staged a Group 1 sprint until last season when this
€400,000 prize was upgraded to the highest level on the back of something of a golden era for Irish sprinters which featured the likes of Sole
Power, Slade Power, Maarek and Gordon Lord Byron. Over the years
this race has been a particularly successful one for English-trained
runners and the first staging of the Flying Five as a Group 1 saw the
Karl Burke-trained Havana Grey justify 15/8 favouritism. This victory
made it an exceptional weekend for Burke who won the Matron Stakes
with Laurens at Leopardstown the previous afternoon. Havana Grey,
who is now at stud, got home by half a length from Son Of Rest who
came out and won the Ayr Gold Cup the following week.

THE MOYGLARE STUD STAKES (Group 1)
The premier two-year-old race for fillies over seven furlongs in Europe, the Moyglare has a long and distinguished roll of honour and
it produced one of the undoubted highlights of the 2018 flat season
when Skitter Scatter gave Patrick Prendergast and Ronan Whelan a
never to be forgotten first Group 1 triumph. After beginning her
campaign all the way back in March in the second two-year-old
maiden of the season Skitter Scatter made relentless progress and
she completed the very rare hat-trick of victories in the Silver
Flash, Debutante and Moyglare Stakes. Furthermore last year’s
race was the key to this year’s English 1000 Guineas as Hermosa
and Lady Kaya, who filled the first two spots in the Newmarket
Classic, finished third and second respectively to Skitter Scatter.
Havana Grey

GOFFS VINCENT O’BRIEN NATIONAL STAKES
(Group 1)

Quorto

One of the most coveted prizes for two-year-old colts each and
every year the Goffs Vincent O’Brien National Stakes has been
the springboard to great things for many of its winners. In the
last decade alone Dawn Approach, Gleneagles and Churchill
have all won this race before going on to classic glory the following season. Last year the race brought together two of the
best colts on either side of the Irish Sea with the Charlie Appleby-trained Quorto producing a stylish display to justify his position as the 11/8 favourite as he got the better of the chief home
hope Anthony Van Dyck. Unfortunately Quorto has since been
kept off the track with a setback but Anthony Van Dyck did
uphold the race’s rich history with victory in this year’s Epsom
Derby.
Moyglare ‘’Jewels’’ Blandford Stakes (Group 2)

This ten furlong contest is restricted to fillies and mares
aged three years old and upwards and it has held Group 2
status for the last 15 years. In recent years Dermot Weld has
made this race his own, winning four of the last five renewals. Indeed the trainer’s Shamreen, who was successful in
2016 and 2017, is one of only three dual winners of this
race. Twelve months ago centre stage went to the Weldtrained and Aga Khan-ridden Eziyra who recorded the
biggest success of her career in beating Who’s Steph by
three parts of a length. A multiple Group 1-placed runner, Eziyra ended her career with a fine third in the Hong
Kong Vase last December.

IRISH STALLION FARMS EBF BOLD LAD SPRINT HANDICAP

A €150,000 six furlongs handicap for three-year-olds and upwards, this race is the richest sprint handicap run in Ireland each season. After the inauguration of Irish Champions Weekend in 2014 this race became a real favourite with English-trained horses who won the first four renewals. However,
the home team hit back last year courtesy of the Eddie Lynam-trained Soffia who struck at 20/1 to give apprentice Danny Sheehy the biggest success of
his career. Since then Soffia has gone from strength to strength and she returns to Irish Champions Weekend in 2019 as one of the leading contenders
for the Derrinstown Stud Flying Five Stakes following a season in which she has won both the Group 3 Ballyogan Stakes and the Group 2 Sapphire
Stakes.

TATTERSALLS IRELAND SUPER AUCTION SALE STAKES

This €300,000 prize is open to all horses who came under the hammer at the previous year’s Tattersalls Ireland September Yearling Sale. Since the race
first came into being English trainers have been the dominant force and the last three renewals of this race have all gone for export. Twelve months
ago Mick Channon and John Egan combined to strike with Barbill who scooped the €147,000 first prize to show a fine dividend on the €30,000 he cost
as a yearling the previous year. This victory bridged a gap of some 27 years for Channon who previously won the 1991 running with Affair Of State.

IRISH STALLION FARMS EBF ‘NORTHFIELDS’ HANDICAP

The jointly richest handicap in the Irish flat season, this ten furlong race for three-year-olds and upwards has been won by five different trainers since
the inauguration of Irish Champions Weekend in 2014. Last year’s race sparked tremendous scenes in the parade ring as the victory of the Peter
Fahey-trained Hamley witnessed memorable and euphoric celebrations from the successful Stable Friends Syndicate. The 12/1 chance was providing highly promising apprentice Ben Coen with a huge win early in his career as she
defeated Tudor City who went on to land a major
prize of his own in last month’s Guinness Galway Hurdle.

superstar Deirdre to become the first ever
Japanese-trained runner in Ireland
Japanese superstar Deirdre has been confirmed a runner in next
month’s QIPCO Irish Champion Stakes, the centrepiece on day
one of Longines Irish Champions Weekend at Leopardstown on
Saturday, September 14.
Mitsuru Hashida’s mare was a brilliant winner of the recent Qatar
Nassau Stakes at Goodwood, becoming only the second ever Japanese-trained Group 1 winner in Britain, and her next run in Europe has been the subject of much speculation since that victory.
That speculation ended with the confirmation from connections
that a tilt at the famous QIPCO Irish Champion Stakes which,
like the Nassau, is run over 10 furlongs. She will become the first
ever Japanese-trained runner in Ireland. “We are delighted to have
a horse of Deirdre’s calibre come to compete at Longines Irish
Champions Weekend,” said Leopardstown and Curragh CEO Pat
Keogh.
“Longines Irish Champions Weekend is in its sixth year and from
the very beginning, creating an international dimension to the
biggest weekend in Irish Flat racing was an integral part of the
concept, so to have Deirdre come here with her sporting connections is exceptional news. She is a prolific mare that proved her
brilliance at Goodwood and it will be a wonderful spectacle to see
her compete at Leopardstown.”Her trainer Mitsuru Hashida said
the prize-money on offer at Leopardstown, together with the race
distance and conditions, made the QIPCO Irish Champion Stakes
the best fit for Deirdre’s next stop on her thrilling European odyssey.
“Her winning the Nassau Stakes was a fabulous day, not just for us
but for Japanese racing and we now can’t wait for her to become the
first ever Japanese runner in Ireland, especially in such a globally
renowned race as the QIPCQ Irish Champion Stakes. It will be a
great honour for us, and we will be doing our very best to make
sure our mare will again represent her country so magnificently.”

Deirdre

Star filly heads O’Brien ‘Magical’ Longines
Irish Champions Weekend battalion
Aidan O’Brien

Champion trainer Aidan O’Brien has confirmed dual Group 1-winning
filly Magical as his number one hope for the QIPCO Irish Champions
Stakes, the feature race on day one of the Longines Irish Champions
Weekend on Saturday September 14. And while international competition has been a feature of the concept, Ireland’s champion trainer is
also the leading trainer at Longines Irish Champions Weekend with 17
winners including the likes of Gleneagles in the Goffs Vincent O’Brien
National Stakes, Minding in the Moyglare Stud Stakes in 2015 and Order Of St George in the Comer Group International Irish St Leger in
2015 and 2017.
Champion trainer in Ireland for the first time in 1997, O’Brien has
won the national crown every year since 1999 and rewrote the record
books with 28 Group/Grade 1 wins in a whirlwind 2017 season which
saw him comfortably better Bobby Frankel’s 2003 record of 25. He has
been the leading or joint-leading trainer at Longines Irish Champions
Weekend ever since its inception in 2014. His best total over the two
days is five winners in 2017. O’Brien said: “Magical has had a break
since her last run and the plan is for her to either go to the QIPCO
Irish Champion Stakes at Leopardstown with or without a run. We
also have Circus Maximus, Japan, Anthony Van Dyck and Sir Dragonet as possible runners.”
O’Brien added: “For the Coolmore Stud Fastnet Rock Matron Stakes,
we are looking at Hermosa and Just Wonderful while Mount Everest could be one for the Kilternan Stakes.“Lancaster House will go
for the Clipper Logistics Boomerang Stakes and Never No More
is also a possible there. Lope Y Fernandez and Toronto are two
possible runners in the KPMG Champions Juvenile Stakes.

FABULOUS FASHION

Longines Prize for Elegance
The Longines Prize for Elegance has grown in prestige and stature
to attract significant media attention, with the winning Lady and
Gentleman gracing National and International press, magazines
and social media – their images becoming synonymous with Longines Irish Champions Weekend and the glamorous occasion it
epitomises.
Celebrity judges from around the World; including award-winning actress Victoria Smurfit and Sky Sports presenter Rachel
Wyse have previously judged the competition and as in 2018; we
are delighted to be working with stylist Ingrid Hoey who will bring
an expert eye to the judging panel.
The social scene around the weekend is of equally high quality
at both racecourses. Fashion enthusiasts will have the chance to
showcase their style credentials at both days of Longines Irish
Champions Weekend to be in with a chance of winning the overall
Longines Prize for Elegance.
This year the Most Stylish Gentlemen and Lady will be in with a
chance of winning a classic Longines timepiece and an overnight
stay for two in The 5* Merrion Hotel luxurious deluxe guestroom,
spa treatments at The Merrion Spa, a Champagne breakfast and
dinner with wine in The Garden Room restaurant.

TOP CLASS HOSPITALITY & ENTERTAINMENT

Entertainment At Leopardstown

DJ January Winters

Longines Irish Champions Weekend at Leopardstown provides
not only World Class racing for the horse racing enthusiast, with
two Group 1 races the day is also enhanced with a certain Joie
de vivre that only Leopardstown, Dublins premier race track, can
offer. To compliment the day we provide an additional range of
gourmet food offerings, bespoke bars and lounge areas decorated
to the highest standards, creating a luxurious environment in
which guests can enjoy this unique race day.
Music from True Tides & DJ January Winters:
True Tides are 3 brothers who have been playing live music together their whole lives - developing an energetic sound with a
sharp edged pop dynamic, driven by guitars and electronics layered with vocal harmonies at its core. DJ January Winters will be
carrying on the after party at Longines Irish Champions weekend
after True Tides.January will also be playing on the Champions
terrace throughout the afternoon keeping the atmosphere upbeat, exciting and ready for dancing!
Champions Quarter:
Located at the heart of the general enclosure, the elegantly dressed
Champions Quarter is the centre of all events that take place
on Irish Champions Weekend at Leopardstown, The Longines
Prize for Elegance, Morning with Pat Smullen & Special Guests,
Champions Lawn and Live music after racing all take place in the
Champions Quarter which is accessible to all race goers.
Family Area:
There is lots going on during day 1 of Longines Irish Champions
Weekend to entertain the whole family. Kids and Families will be
catered for throughout the day in the family fun zone which features a petting farm, educational talks from front runner, a race
horse simulator, face painters, Hercules the horse, hobby horse
races , large outdoor games and much more!

Nine-time champion jockey is the Longines
Irish Champions Weekend ambassador
Horse Racing Ireland and the Longines Irish Champions Weekend Committee are delighted to announce that Pat Smullen will
be the racing ambassador for this year’s Longines Irish Champions Weekend. In his new role, Smullen, the nine-time champion
jockey, will be involved in the promotion of the sixth renewal of
one of the world’s leading racing festivals to be held at Leopardstown Racecourse and the Curragh Racecourse on the weekend
of September 14 and 15. For the first time, Longines Irish Champions Weekend will include a number of fundraising activities
and events with all proceeds going towards the fight against pancreatic cancer.
Pat Smullen said: “I was made acutely aware of the great work
that is being done in the area of pancreatic cancer research and
my objective is to return to my carers three things: awareness,
funds and gratitude. Being involved with the greatest show in
town is exciting for me and I appreciate the support of the Longines Irish Champions Weekend committee, Leopardstown and
the Curragh in my efforts.”
Brian Kavanagh, CEO of Horse Racing Ireland, said: “Pat Smullen is the perfect fit for Longines Irish Champions Weekend being a nine-time champion jockey in Ireland. There is no doubting that he was one of the great jockeys and the way he has faced
up to his recent challenges marks him out as a true champion.
We are very excited that Pat has come on board as the Longines
Irish Champions Weekend ambassador and we will all be working hard to make the weekend a success and fulfil Pat’s fundraising ambitions for pancreatic cancer research.” Horse Racing
Ireland and the Longines Irish Champions Weekend Committee
are delighted to announce that Pat Smullen will be the racing
ambassador for this year’s Longines Irish Champions Weekend.

Pat Smullen

The Champions Race
Ruby Walsh & A.p Mccoy

Ten legendary riders with 75 Flat and Jumps champion titles
between them have been assembled by Pat Smullen for his
Champions Race for Cancer Trials Ireland at the Curragh on
day two of the Longines Irish Champions Weekend on Sunday September. Pat Smullen pledged to make the legends’
charity race named in his honour something to savour and
it’s starting to look exactly that after he revealed a stellar lineup of former champions that will also include a first public
mount for Ruby Walsh since his retirement at Punchestown
in May. Walsh’s great rival Sir Anthony McCoy is another
marquee name who will return to the saddle in support of
Smullen’s cause, while Charlie Swan and Paul Carberry are
two other former champion jump jockeys who will likewise
dust off their breeches for the mile event that will follow the
Irish St Leger on the Sunday of Longines Irish Champions
Weekend at the the Curragh. From the Flat are Kieren Fallon, Johnny Murtagh, Richard Hughes, Joseph O’Brien and
Ted Durcan.
It will be McCoy’s second public mount since his glorious
2015 swansong, the 20-time champion having won the legends’ race at Doncaster aboard Gannicus months after his
retirement. “I’d say it’s safe to say it might be the last chance
to see him ride in a race, so I hope the general public and the
racing industry take the opportunity to come to the Curragh
on Irish Champions Weekend to support the initiative. .A
health setback means Pat Smullen will be unable to ride in
his Champions Race for Cancer Trials Ireland on day two
of Longines Irish Champions Weekend but the racewill be a
unique opportunity to see a line-up of proper champions so
it’s going to be very special.

Jockey Profile
Oisin Murphy
Oisin Murphy born 6 September 1995 is an Irish horse racing jockey based in the United Kingdom.Murphy is a nephew of threetime Cheltenham Gold Cup winner Jim Culloty and grew up in
Killarney where he learned his classic riding from his uncle Don
before his maternal grandfather introduced him to flapper racing,
at which he was very successful while also competing successfully
in showjumping.
He made an instant impact in his first year as a professional jockey
in 2013, riding a four-timer at Scottish Racing’s Ayr Gold Cup day
in September before going on to ride a winter in Australia, mainly
for Danny O’Brien and gaining a total of 13 winners. He gained his
first Group success when partnering Hot Streak to victory in the
Group 2 Temple Stakes at Haydock in May 2014 and went on to be
crowned British Flat Racing Champion Apprentice later that year.
Murphy rides mainly for Andrew Balding and as a retained rider
to Qatar Racing, for whom he became number one jockey in 2016.
These connections mean that he has regularly contested the top races over the past couple of years. He gained his first Group 1 victory
at the 2017 Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe meeting aboard the Martyn
Meade-trained Aclaim in the Prix de la Foret. He has since gone on
to ride eleven more winners at the highest level.In 2018 Oisin won
the QIPCO Irish Champion Stakes aboard Roaring Lion at Leopardstown. Currently Oisin is battling it out with Daniel Tudhope to
be crownded champion jockey for the first time.

Oisin Murphy

Race Focus
The Qipco Irish Champions Stakes

Almanzor

The QIPCO Irish Champions Stakes at Leopardstown is a race
that is often ranked one of the best in the World, and takes a
true Champion to win. Horses that have achieved legendary
status such as Golden Horn and Roaring Lion are among its
recent winners.
Race History: The event was established in 1976, and it was
initially held at Leopardstown as the Joe McGrath Memorial
Stakes. The race was transferred to Phoenix Park and renamed
the Phoenix Champion Stakes in 1984. Its present title was introduced in 1991, when the event returned to Leopardstown
after the closure of its former venue. The QIPCO Irish Champion Stakes has become a very informative guide for the remaining major races in the Autumn schedule such as the Prix
de l’Arc de Triomphe, Champion Stakes, and the Breeders Cup.
Participants of the QIPCO Irish Champion Stakes have gone
on to win the Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe in the same season
on six occasions, the Champion Stakes on five occasions
and also gone on to win several Breeders’ Cup titles. Given
the races outstanding record the QIPCO Irish Champion
Stakes has establised itself as one of the top races in the
world. The QIPCO Irish Champion Stakes became part
of the Breeders’ Cup Challenge series in 2009. The winner
now earns an automatic invitation to compete in the same
year’s Breeders’ Cup Turf.

Hospitality AT Leopardstown
The Champions Pavilion - €170pp:
We invite you to make your champions weekend unforgettable with
our premium Champions Pavilion Package. Get ready for unparalleled access to all the racing action at the Pavilion with its stunning
floor to ceiling windows situated right beside the final straight. In
between races, you and your guests will enjoy premium hospitality,
preparing for the next race with your very own tipster. This hospitality is extremely popular so please book early to avoid disappointment.
The Champions Bundle - €40pp:
Longines Irish Champions Weekend is a weekend for everyone –
whether you are a racing enthusiast, a social butterfly, a fashionista or simply a sporting fan, Leopardstown aim to procide a day out
that everyone can enjoy. If you are planning to come as a group and
would like to enjoy the day roaming around both the Enclosure and
Grandstand, the Champions Bundle for €40 is the perfect option. It
includes admission to racing, a €10 food voucher a €5 Tote betting
voucher and a race card. Please note the Champions Bundle must be
purchased in advance and it cannot be purchased on the day.
Admission:
Premium Level Access €60:
Admission to the racecourse
A reserved seat in the grandstand with Panoramic views of
the racecourse
Access to the Circle Lounge Area
Advance Adult General Admission €25:
Transport:
Gates Open approx 12pm | First Race approx 3:20pm | Last Race approx 7:10pm | Event Ends approx 9.00pm
Public Shuttle buses operating from Sandyford Luas. Timings TBC
closer to date.
Race & Rail shuttle buses operating from Blackrock DART station to
Leopardstown will operate. Timings TBC closer to date.
September 15th 2018

Hospitality at the Curragh
The St. Leger Restaurant - €355.00 pp:
Situated on the top floor of the new Curragh grandstand, the
St. Leger restaurant offers 3-course A la carte fine dining in the
most stunning location Irish racing has to offer overlooking the
race track and surrounding countryside. The St. Leger restaurant dining experience has received universal praise from guests
and it is the ultimate VIP hospitality experience at a height of
20 meters above the racecourse. St. Leger bookings include reserved car parking and access to level 2 grandstand seating.
The Oaks Restaurant €255.00 pp:
For a vibrant atmosphere in a great location look no further
than the Oaks Restaurant on level 2. Restaurant guests will enjoy 3-course A la carte dining in a bright, elegant room with the
added bonus of a reserved balcony overlooking the parade ring
and Champagne Terrace below. The Oaks Restaurant is at the
heart of the new grandstand and provides easy access to level 2
terrace seating to enjoy the races and it is just a few steps away
from all public areas of the racecourse.
The Curragh Bundle - €40 pp:
The Curragh Bundle is an ideal purchase for groups that includes
admission, race cards, a €10 food voucher and a €5 drink voucher. Vouchers can be redeemed in the Champions Hall servery or
the Garden Plaza. The Curragh Bundle must be purchased in
advance and cannot be purchased on the day.

Contacts
Leopardstown Racecourse:
Address:
Foxrock
Dublin 18
D18 C9V6
Phone:
+353 01 289 0500
Fax:
+353 01 289 2634
Email:
info@leopardstown.com
Media: Declan Healy
T: 01 289 0500
E: dhealy@leopardstown.com
Horse Racing Ireland
Address:
Ballymany
The Curragh
County Kildare
R56 XE37
Ireland
Phone:
+353 (0)45 455 455
Fax:
+353 (0)45 455 456
Email:
info@hri.ie
Media: Tracey Maher Murray
T: 045 455 674

E: TMaher@hri.ie

The Curragh Racecourse
Address:
Curragh Racecourse,
Co. Kildare, R56 RR67.
T:
+353 (0) 45 441 205
F:
+353 (0) 45 441 442
E:
info@curragh.ie
Media: Claire Seale
T: +353 (0) 87 6623350
E: cseale@curragh ie
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